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AAAS Statement on EPA Science Adviser Boards 


The American Association for the Advancement of Science denounces the EPA administrator’s 
decision to disallow qualified scientific experts from providing evidence-based information as 
members of its science adviser boards. This EPA decision is motivated by politics, not the desire 
for quality scientific information. Federal agencies should recognize and enable input of 
scientific and technical information that represents the best available evidence. The government 
must ensure that its science advisers possess the requisite scientific, medical and technical 
expertise to inform agency policies. At the same time, the government must facilitate 
transparency and protect against conflict of interest. Federal agencies from NIH to EPA have 
policies on scientific integrity and financial conflict of interest, allowing agencies to balance 
transparency and access to expertise. 


Leading scientific experts who are conducting environmental science research should not be 
prohibited from participating on EPA science adviser boards and committees if they have met the 
appropriate financial conflict of interest policy. Science and the use of science in evidence-based 
policymaking cannot thrive when policymakers use politics as a pretext to attack scientific 
objectivity. Given its desire to limit expert perspectives and the role of scientific information, we 
question whether the EPA can continue to pursue its core mission to protect human health and 
the environment. 


-- Rush Holt, chief executive officer, American Association for the Advancement of Science 
(AAAS) 
# ## 


The American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) is the world’s largest 
general scientific society and publisher of the journal Science, as well as Science Translational 
Medicine; Science Signaling; a digital, open-access journal, Science Advances; Science 
Immunology; and Science Robotics. AAAS was founded in 1848 and includes nearly 250 
affiliated societies and academies of science, serving 10 million individuals. Science has the 
largest paid circulation of any peer-reviewed general science journal in the world. The nonprofit 
AAAS is open to all and fulfills its mission to “advance science and serve society” through 
initiatives in science policy, international programs, science education, public engagement, and 
more. For additional information about AAAS, see www.aaas.org. 


